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Hints For The Contest Speaker 
Williarn Conboy* 


didn’t quite... .” 

Thus many a judge has begun, in perfect sincerity, to explain his 
decision in some Oratorical, Extempore, or Informative Speaking Contest. | 
The important question is: What is not really right with the speech which 
has nothing really wrong? The following check-list of questions contains a 
partial answer to this query. It has been formulated from the viewpoint of 
the listener-judge and his reactions. 

(1) Does the speech contain classification or step-by-step organization 
of the material included? Or does the speaker just sort of ramble amiably 
about. A listener likes to be given a tourist’s map of the trip ahead so he 
will always know where he is. A good speaker helps his listener by saying, 
“Now I will take this up in three sections . . . etc.” And he proceeds to 
enumerate each of his sections before, during, and after he has covered 


the ground. 

(2) Does the speech have a frame around it as would a good picture? 
Does it have a specific effective introduction and a satisfying summarizing 
conclusion? Or does the speaker just seem to start talking, continue talking, 
and finally stop talking? A good speech should give the impression of a 


neatly tied package. 

(3) Does the speech build toward some high point of interest? Or does 
it merely proceed from one section to another in the same key? Every speech 
can have some sort of climax. Every speech must have some sort of climax 
if listener interest is to be maintained. The sections or parts of any speech 
should be arranged in order of increasing interest—with the most striking or 
important point coming near the end. 

(4) Does the speech have at least one dramatic or human interest story 
to illustrate the general theme or exemplify the material covered? Or is the 
entire presentation done in general philosophical editorializing? One dramatic ‘ 
human interest story is more fascinating, more effective, and will be remem- 
bered longer than a series of generalized phrases or flights into the verbal 
stratosphere. Listeners like stories. And stories can be found to illustrate any 
point a speaker has need for. 

If you are a judge or a teacher of speech, you may find this partial | 
check-list useful when you must admit that a speaker’s performance was fairl¥ t 
good, but feel called upon to suggest ways in which it could be made better. 


“W ell, there was nothing really wrong with the speech, but somehow it 


*Instructor in Speech and Drama, University of Kansos. 
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Speech, Language and Citizenship 
MARTIN F. PALMER* 
he problem of children and adolescents handicapped by speech disorders in 
our public school systems is a serious and challenging one. The teacher of 
general and specific speech subjects is quite frequently confronted with 
a dilemma which unfortunately only has one complete and proper solution. 

The numbers and types of speech disorders which are met within the 
schools are frequent and varied. Speech disorders are among the commonest 
of the handicaps with which the human race is equipped, and therefore 
every teacher sees such children. They range from minor disturbances in 
intelligibility to very serious breakdowns of the language processes. 

There are certain fundamental concepts, however, concerning these con- 
ditions which should be of a great deal of help to the speech teacher in 
knowing how to cope with them. In the first place, the speech which one 
hears is not the important part of the problem. The speech signals are a 
series of squawks, hisses and grunts, and are really not musical in the pure 
definitional sense. They are only the after effects of a very involved series 
of processes. These processes include the functionings of the central nervous 
system, the glandular systems, the muscular system, the blood stream, the 
general health, the past experiences of the individual, his emotional balances, 
his physical substrates, etc. In short, speech represents a totality of learned 
function of the individual. Thus, the presence of a speech disorder is a clear 
evidence of a deviation from the usual accepted growth patterns and physical 
structures in emotional and other items in an individual’s makeup. When this 
is understood, it can be seen that speech disorders cannot be classified on 
the basis of severity by type. Many minor lisps, etc., are much more serious 
than the most involved cases of cerebral palsy, so far as the eventual welfare 
of a child is concerned. 

Therefore it is of the highest importance that only fully qualified people 
make a decision as to the kind of technic and the kind of approach that 
should be used in an individual case. These qualifications consists as defined 
by the National Association, of 42 semester hours in the field of speech cor- 
rection and similar materials, the Master’s degree, a considerable amount of 
guided experience and other graduate training and four years of experience 
later. These are only minimum requirements but do give some assurance 
that basic knowledge will be available for decision in these matters. 

It should be clear that a speech disorder is distinct from a physical dis- 
order such as an infected and inflamed appendix, and an attempt to remove 
the disorder will not be accompanied by death of the case should the opera- 
tion fail. However, because speech is so directly and intimately connected 
with the very structure and being of an individual, efforts in the wrong 
direction may be of peculiar harm to the psychological makeup of the par- 
ticular individual. Thus, harm is constantly being done by inadequately 
trained persons, which harm may not show up until months or years later, 
but nevertheless is very real. 

The State Program for the correction of speech disorders in this state, as 
Operated through the Kansas State Board of Social Welfare, provides for a 
traveling clinic and the examination of cases. Arrangements can be made 
by writing the Institute of Logopedics for the services of the clinic. This 
at least will help in determining which cases are of consequence in this prob- 
lem. Even the slightest deviation from speech normality may be accompanied 


“Director, Institute of Logopedics, Wichita. 
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with serious physical changes. 

There is a considerable difference in the handling of various types of 
speech disorders. For example, the difference between a cleft palate case and 
a stuttering case is quite tremendous. Cleft palate cases are operated in this 
state under the Kansas State Crippled Children’s Commission, and then usually 
are referred for expert attention at qualified clinics, so that the new 


structures which have been built by the surgeon may be worked with. It is . 


quite possible that one might in a particular instance work a little with a 
cleft palate child and do very little harm. On the other hand, the technics 
which will produce the most benefit are rather difficult to learn and to ap- 
ply. In stuttering, a great deal of harm can be done by any approach to the 
stuttering problem of any sort whatsoever. Most persons working in the 
field of stuttering today agree that if a child’s attention is drawn toward 
his speech in any direction, by any means of negative evaluation such as 
“disapproval”, “suggestions for improvement” and similar methods, that he 


becomes much more confirmed in his necessity for stuttering. It should be . 


obvious that stuttering becomes a matter which can only be handled by a 
fully trained person. Whether stuttering results from physical or psy- 
chological problems, emotional or non-emotional problems, is certainly not 
demonstrable at this time. However, the bad effects of exercise and articula- 
tory drills and advice to speak slowly, etc., have been demonstrated many, 
many times. It does not harm a stuttering child for him to talk, in fact it is 
probably good for him, so long as certain psychological pressures are not on 
him. These psychological pressures are those which call attention to his 
speech disorder. Of course, it should be understood if he is ridiculed and 
brought into prominence that way, this is just simply a “shock” way of ac- 
centuating the difficulties in which he finds himself. 

In general, it is desirable for all speech disordered children to have 
careful medical examination, careful checking of the ears, and probably good 
psychological attention. 

The main disadvantage under which a child with a speech disorder suf- 
fers is the isolating pressure which he feels. Interferences in the carrying of 
the emotions and meaning between person and person reverberate with a 
great deal of harm upon the individual. These pressures take the form of 
social ostracism whether they be overt or non-overt. Simple losses in in- 
telligibility of a minor sort constitute a very high loss in the efficiency of 
intercommunication between individual and individual. Thus a child with a 
speech disorder feels very definitely excluded from the group. Therefore, a 
teacher can do a great deal for such a youngster by giving him group op- 
portunities for expression and by working with other people in his group to 
make sure he is fully and adequately accepted. Such approaches, the medical 
approach, the proper sociological approach, the proper psychological ap- 
proach to cases, will constitute half the battle in getting the speech disorder 
taken care of. Of course it stands without argument that no individual in this 
area works with any case except under the direct reference of a physician. 

At the present time 14 Field Centers are being operated in the state of 
Kansas in which services for these children may be obtained. More such 
centers are being established regularly and it is the hope of everyone en- 
gaged in this work that the time will come eventually when all such in- 
dividuals will have access to proper care. 

The Institute of Logopedics offers full professional training in this field, 
and nearly twice as much academic and clinical material as is required by 
the National Association. Visitors are always welcome and individuals who 
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come to the Institute at Wichita can be shown the extensive work being done 
by means of the one way mirrors, etc., without bothering the work of the 
Institute at any time. It is requested that individuals caring for such a visit 
write in advance so that staff members can be assigned to take them through. 

If the simple principles which have been enunciated in this informal 
essay will be followed, a great deal of good can be done and very little 
harm. The time will surely come when children who are isolated in a speak- 
ing world will be able to take their places as normal talking individuals such 


as the rest of us. 


Speech News In Kansas 


SPEECH EDUCATION 


Liberal High School organized a 
new class this semester for freshmen 
and sophomores called Discussion 
and Debate. The purpose of the class 
is to introduce especially the tech- 
nical elements of debating to these 
students so that next fall they will 
‘be better prepared to do competitive 
debate work. 

Enrollment in the speech funda- 
mentals classes at Kansas Wesleyan 
jumped to the highest in the history 
of the school this second semester. 
The reason given by most students 
was that training in speech funda- 
mentals was a most helpful course in 
terms of obtaining advancement in 
the armed services. 


FORENSICS 


A destructive fire on the South- 
western College campus rendered 
impossible this year the annual in- 
vitation debate tournament. How- 
ever, Kansas State Teachers College, 

poria, came to the rescue. 
February 9 and 10 the Southwest 
tournament was held on the Emporia 
campus. Forty-four teams came from 
colleges of five states, Missouri, 
Iowa, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Kan- 
Sas. 


The Nineteenth Annual Forensics 
Tournament at St. John’s College, 
Winfield, Kansas was held on March 
9-10. The tournament, which drew 
Participants from 23 colleges and 
universities in four states last year, 
included: debate, oratory, oratorical 
declamation, radio newscasting, ex- 

pore and impromptu speaking, 

k reviewing, story telling, dra- 
Matic reading, Bible reading, and 
poetry reading. Participation is lim- 
ted to junior college’ level. Mr. G. 

Kuhlmann, director of the tourna- 
ment and national president of Phi 
Rho Pi, reported regional tourna- 
ment for members of Phi Rho Pi on 

arch 8. In addition to the above ac- 
tivities, this tournament included af- 


ter dinner speaking and a special im- 
promptu speaking contest in science. 
The national Phi Rho Pi tournament 
will be held at the University of 
Houston, Houston, Texas, on April 
26, 27, and 28. 

On February 22, five members of 
‘tthe Advanced Public Speaking Class 
of the Kansas City, Kansas, Junior 
College presented a panel discussion 
in honor of World Brotherhood 
Week (February 18-25) for the fac- 
ulty and student body. The young 
members of this panel, led by stu- 
dent David Gilman, offered practical, 
workable advice for the actual 
achievement of world brotherhood— 
basing their philosophy upon that of 
Norman Vincent Peale who “squelch- 
es the bigot” through counter anti- 
minority remarks spoken with com- 
posure but with fervor. The panel 
was repeated for the Kansas City, 
Kansas, History Club on March 6. 

El Dorado Junior College has had 
an outstanding season in intercol- 
legiate debate, winning first place in 
debate and the sweepstakes trophy in 
the Hutchinson Jr. College tourna- 
ment, and first place in the junior 
division of the Pittsburg Teachers 
College Tournament. At McPherson 
Economy Tournament, one team was 
undefeated and another lost only one 
decision. Effective work also is being 
done by students in discussion groups 
and panels, both in class sessions and 
before the public. 

Garden City Junior College has of- 
fered debate this year for the first 


time. Keith E. Akins is the new 
speech instructor. 
DRAMATICS 


“Eagerheart”, a Christmas moral- 
ity play, was presented at South- 
western College under the direction 
of Helen Graham. All scenery, cos- 
tumes and _ properties, perfected 
through years of repeated perform- 
ance, had been destroyed when the 
main building, housing the little the- 
atre, burned. However, the united ef- 


= 
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forts of the Campus Players, assisted 
by faculty wives and friends, pro- 
vided new equipment so that the 
play might go on as usual. The Cam- 
pus Players’ fall-production, given in 
theatre-in-the-round, was “Farewell. 
My Fancy.” 

Hays State Teachers College re- 
cently presented Tennessee Williams’ 
“The Glass Menagerie” using as guest 
star, Julie Haydon, who created the 
role in the original production on 
Broadway. 

An outstanding project in the 
Speech Department at Iola was the 
—— of a Children’s Theatre. 

e play recently given was “Peter, 
Peter, Pumpkin Eater,” a fantasy for 
children. It played to approximately 
2200 in spite of the worst snow storm 
in several years. 

Bethel College presented “Our 
Town” in November for 1400 people, 
and “Cheaper by the Dozen” in 
February to a crowd of 1800, said to 
be the “best ever for there.” They 
have been working on John Van 
Druten’s “The Bishop’s Mantle,” to 
be presented in May. Liberal High 
School presented “Old Doc” as their 
annual Junior Class production on 
January 25. Arkansas City Junior 
College presented “All My Sons” 
early in March. “Sun-Up” by Lulu 


Vollover was given the first semester 
by Garden City Junior College. 
RADIO 

Kansas Wesleyan University is 
making plans which are directed to- 
ward the installation of an FM radio 
station of the type available to edu- 
cational institutions by special per- 
mission of the FCC 

Garden City Junior College pro- 
duced several radio dramas over 
local stations on “Your School 
Speaks.” 


PERSONAL NOTES 

Orville Roberts, chairman of the 
department of speech at Kansas Wes- 
leyan, is resigning, effective July 31, 
to undertake a national lecture tour 
sponsored by the Universities of 
Kansas and Wisconsin, with the in- 
direct sponsorship of the United 
States Atomic Energy Commission. 
He will lecture on the peace time 
application of this energy source. 

Alice Gordon Wilson, formerly at 
Ottawa University, is now Associate 
Professor of Speech and Dramatics 
at Southwestern College; she re- 
placed Mr. James D. Pile when ill- 
ness forced him to leave his work. 

The former Miss Helen Louise 
Crouch, speech coach at Iola, is now 
married and is Mrs. Clyde E. West. 


Business and Proiessional Speech 


Clara Krefting Mawhinney, Head, Speech Department, Bradley University 
Harley A. Smith, Dean of the Faculty, St. John’s School, Houston, Texas 


This practical new book trains the student to speak well and convincingly in 
everyday situations. It covers basic speech factors which he may apply in : 
his daily encounters with other people. It proceeds to a consideration of : 
speaking situations most frequently met by business and professional people. ' 


{ Important Speech Texts by Lionel Crocker, 
; Chairman, Department of Speech, Denison University 
Public Speaking for College Students «. Second Edition 


A Workbook in Public Speaking for College Students 
Argumentation and Debate 


American Book Company 


$5 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, New York 
300 Pike Street, Cincinnati 2, Ohio 351 East Ohio Street, Chicago 11, Mlinois 


<s 


C4 


“HAMLET” 
“SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER” 
“A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM” 
These three plays have been presented in 33 


towns by the Department of Speech and 
Drama, 1949-51. 


WEST POINT, TEXAS 
PURDUE, NEBRASKA 


IOWA, MINNESOTA 
These and other schools have been visited by 
debaters sent out by the department, 1949-51. 


OLATHE, KANSAS CITY 


TOPEKA, WICHITA 
These and other centers have been inspected 
by speech correction students sent out by the 
department, 1949-51. 


The Department of Speech and Drama, University 
of Kansas, offers work leading to B.A. 
and M. A. degrees in 


% Theatre and Radio Directing, Acting, Writing 

*% Speech Correction, Speech and Hearing Disorders 
% Public Speaking, Discussion and Debate 

% General Speech Education 


Opportunities Are Offered for Public Experience and 
Practice 


For information, address 


ALLEN CRAFTON 


Head of the Department of Speech and Drama 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
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School of Speech 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 


Chicago — Evanston, Illinois 


A NATIONAL CENTER FOR UNDERGRADUATE 
AND GRADUATE STUDY IN SPEECH 


% Over nine hundred majors in Speech from forty-five states 
and foreign countries. 


* A Faculty and Staff of ninety-five persons. 


% Departments of Public Speaking, Speech Correction and 
Audiology, Theatre, Interpretation, Radio and Television, 


Speech Education. 


%& Degrees in Speech: B.S., M.A., Ed.D., Ph.D. 


je The University Theatre, Radio Playshop, Workshop Theatre, 
Speech and Hearing Clinic, Debate and Oratory. 


% Clarion DeWitt Hardy Scholarships in Forensics, Edgar Bergen 
Foundation Scholarships in Theatre and Radio, C. C. Bunch 
Fellowships in Speech and Hearing, School Scholarships 


and Fellowships. 


A Friendly Campus on the Shore of Lake Michigan 


For information about the School of Speech, address James 
H. McBurney, Dean of the School of Speech, Northwestern Uni- 


versity, Evanston, Illinois. 
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